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Illustration to accompany poem for Clemens' 50th birthday party appeared in IDLER magazine. From the Dave 
Thomson collection. TO MARK TWAINTo string incongruities and absurdities together in a wandering and 
sometimes purposeless way, and seem innocently unaware that they are absurdities, is the basis of the American 
art, if my position is correct.The following quotations may help you prepare remarks or materials for American 
Education Week. "A word as to the education of the heart. We don't believe that this can be imparted through 
books; it can only be imparted through the loving touch of the teacher." "When I was a boy on the Mississippi4) 
Ability to Turn a Phrase. Many of the common expressions now thought to be clichés were Shakespeare's 
creations. Chances are you use Shakespeare's expressions all the time even though you may not know it is the 
Bard you are quoting., A Great And Sublime Fool The Story Of Mark Twain. 
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